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This speculative post-critical design poster is an attempt to bring awareness for limitations of 
human experiences as the climate changes. 
 
To generate concepts, I used the the game, The Thing from the Future. I listed many basic 
concepts I could use as starting points for the project. As I generated ideas, most of them 
regarded the natural environment, a prominent theme is much of my design work. After 
ideating roughly twenty paths to take, I was not super enthusiastic about any of the ideas. A 
friend who was nearby said “you could bake cakes.” That simple, outsider suggestion was the 
exact type of communication I wanted in my project. I wanted to bring the concept to a 
mundane, but incredible experience, like eating a slice of chocolate cake.  

              
The poster presents the concept as a mundane expression. The layout is a cross between 
early-2000s newsletter design which uses the composition of contemporary visual design. 
The mashup between the two styles allows for communication of “textbook understanding” of 
these styles in design, but there is no reference to a specific decade. The concept of the work 
is expressed minutely throughout multiple parts of the poster; the idea that cacao is nearly 
extinct is interwoven with familiar information. This technique is used so the idea is presented 
as a not-novel experience to the viewer. It is my intent to be jarring through the design’s 
similarity to everyday life, rather than propose a shocking design.  
 
Previous jobs working at high-end, organic restaurants and as a craft chocolate maker have 
trained me to think about experience in relationship to consumption, specifically through 
flavors. As our climate changes, plants which have unique experiential qualities will have a 
difficulty surviving, without intense care. I hope to raise awareness that taste has more of an 
impact of experience than many people imagine. I do this because I am afraid climate change 
will force people into, as a metaphor, drinking Soylent continuously.  



              
In regards to this poster including critiques of Speculative and Critical design, I wanted to 
include more audience participation. I am not sure the best way to do this as it is my first 
piece and had many parameters in place. The solution I use is a QR code to allow a viewer to 
take direct monetary action against climate change. As an observation, I find it interesting 
that a couple exhibits at the show use QR codes to activate the audience (along with many 
social media apps).  
 

 


